PERMANENT MISSION OF FINLAND . . .
GENEVA Permanent Mission of Thailand

Geneva

7 November 2014
Excellencies,

As agreed by the Preparatory Committee for thedrbiinited Nations World Conference on
Disaster Risk Reduction at its first session frofntd 15 July 2014 in Geneva, States will begin
negotiations on the post-2015 framework for disagtk reduction at the Preparatory Committee’s
second session from 17 to 18 November 2014, obdkes of the zero draft issued on 20 October. In
the event that negotiations continue beyond therskésession, they should be concluded by 31
January 2015 in order to allow for the timely tlatisn and submission of the draft post-2015
framework for disaster risk reduction to a thirdsien of the Preparatory Committee, to be held in
Sendai on 13 March 2015. The third session wouldicler the draft and submit it to the President of
the World Conference.

Regarding the negotiations themselves, we are hieddo present the following modalities.
As there is an expectation that the first readifhdhe draft post-2015 framework for disaster risk
reduction be completed at the second session dPrygaratory Committee, it is therefore important
to maximize the use of time. States, possibly thhotheir regional and political groups, may make
general statements at the opening plenary meethegdsiled for Monday, 17 November, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m., under the agenda item “considerationsthan post-2015 framework for disaster risk
reduction”. Due to time constraints, written stadeits by States and major groups are encouraged and
will be taken as read and can be emailed/d¢drr2015-statements@un.orbhe plenary meeting will
be suspended at 1 p.m. States will start the regwis on Monday, 17 November, at 3 p.m. and will
continue until Tuesday, 18 November, at 1 p.m. Plemary meeting will resume on Tuesday, 18
November at 3 p.m. and will hear a report fromabeChairs on the outcome of the negotiations.

For the format of the negotiations meeting, itnsieaged that: there will be only one open-
ended session, thus without parallel meetings; mgjoups will be present as observers, without a
right to speak; interpretation in all the officlahited Nations languages will be available untg.f.;
negotiations thereafter will be in English only; altrnight session on Monday, 17 November, is
anticipated to make maximum progress, with arrarggesnfor security and availability of food and
beverages.

For the format of the negotiations, it is envisadbdt: the zero draft will be reviewed
paragraph-by-paragraph with on-screen projecti@magraphs where agreement is reached will be
marked “Ad Ref.”; States may submit written comnsesuid text proposals to the co-Chairs ahead of,
during or after the meeting, but no later than 2@&mnber, close of business in Geneva, via email to
salimd@un.orgthe text proposals will be consolidated in a coatipn document.



Based on the outcome of the first reading, and withandate by the Preparatory Committee,
the co-Chairs will produce a draft 1 of the post2@&ramework for disaster risk reduction by Friday,
28 November, close of business in Geneva. In pdaticin the paragraphs not marked “Ad Ref.”, the
co-Chairs will propose an appropriate formulatiam those cases where there is convergence of
States’ views, or will leave the States’ proposalsrackets, should they be diverging. Draft 1l \vé
in English and will be the basis for the continuedjotiations. The compilation document will serve
as a reference.

With a mandate by the Preparatory Committee, th€lwairs will convene open-ended
informal meetings in Geneva in December 2014 dndecessary, in January 2015 with the purpose
of developing the agreed draft post-2015 frameworldisaster risk reduction to be considered at the
third session of the Preparatory Committee. By &iudry, the agreed draft will be submitted for
translation, and an advanced, unedited copy wiltibsilated to States and made public through the
World Conference website.

In order to allow for participation from capitais,is proposed to cluster the meetings over
several days in two rounds: from 8 to 10 Decemlidr42 and from 12 to 14 January 2015, should
more meetings be necessary. The modalities for tizdigms will follow the model of the second
meeting of the Preparatory Committee. For the forofidhe meeting, it is envisaged that: there will
be one session; major groups will be present asrobis, without a right to speak; negotiations will
be conducted in English only. For the format of tiegotiations, it is envisaged that: draft 1will be
reviewed paragraph-by-paragraph with on-screennggiparagraphs will be marked “Ad Ref.” as
agreement progresses.

As far as the political declaration of the Worldr@erence is concerned, we are honoured to
transmit, on behalf of the host country, Japan, dh&ft elements of the “Sendai Declaration,”
enclosed herewith. Delegations are welcome to stize# views at the plenary meeting in the
morning of Monday, 17 November.

Please accept, Excellencies, the renewed assurahegshighest consideration.
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CO—Chail’ Co_Chair
Ms. Paivi Kairamo Mr. Thani Thongphakdi
Permanent Representative of Finland Permanent Representative of Thailand
to the Un|ted Nat|0ns Ofﬂce and Other to the Un|ted Nations Oﬁ'ice and Other
international organizations in Geneva international organizations in Geneva
Annex: Elements of the “Sendai Declaration”

All permanent representatives and permanent observe
to the United Nations Office at Geneva

cc: All permanent representatives and permanergrobs
to the United Nations, New York



