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1. Stock taking

The world is experiencing a historically unpreceaddrtransition from predominantly rural to
urban. In 1950, one-third of the world’s populatitived in cities; today the number has
already reached more than one-half, and in 2050dvitellers are expected to account for
more than two-thirds of the world’s population. $hiapid rise will mainly take place in
developing countriedAfrica and Asia — both still comparatively less amized than other
regions — will be the fastest urbanizing regionthwiihe urban population projected to reach
56% in Africa and 64% in Asia by 2050 (currently4@® and 48%, respectively).

With 60% of what will be urban in 2030 still to teiilt, cities also represent unparalleled
opportunity. The report of the Secretary-Generddigh Level Panel on the post-2015
development agenda states poignantly that ‘cities vahere the battle for sustainable
development will be won or lost.” Indeed, citige @rivers of economic growth, innovation
and resilience.

Higher population density can create negative ezldres, especially when urbanization is

rapid, poorly planned and occurring in a contextvmdespread poverty. Estimates suggest
that 40% of the world’s urban expansion is takidgce in slums, exacerbating socio-

economic disparities and creating unsanitary comt that facilitate the spread of

disease’The risk of losses from disasters is exacerbataidh contexts. Cities are made up
of complex interrelated systems and can be poifitsisk convergence, making them

particularly vulnerable to cascading failures.

The growing concentration of people and asset#igsccombined with increasingly intense

and frequent disasters in recent decades mearstalisare affecting more urban dwellers
with increasingly harmful consequences for emplaytnBousing and critical infrastructure,

such as roads, power and water supplies. This pecedly the case in fast-urbanizing

developing nations, where poorly planned and mahages create new risks and threaten to
erode previous development gains when disasteke.str

2. Overview

The interconnectedness of cities forms the backlbdggobal trade, with cities generating a
large majority of the world’'s GDP. As per availablgta, over 80% of global GDP was
generated by cities in 200 Protecting the economic and development gainsriradrban
contexts will be increasingly difficult as urbarssms expand and grow more complex.
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The volume and pace of urban growth anticipated theenext 10-15 years offers an
opportunity to avoid past development mistakesrafidct resilience in policy, planning,
design and investment decisions that will ultimastape the long-term physical, social, and
environmental urban landscape. But action musakert swiftly.

National governments can work with, and build ¢, knowledge of local officials to ensure
that new economic investments, infrastructure ptejand social programs contribute
towards reducing existing disaster risk, preventiag risk, and building the resilience of the
urban economy and population.

In the last decade since the adoptioipbgo Framework of Action 2005-2015 (HFA) the

issue of local resilience has generated great mtumennternational partnerships and
campaigns have spearheaded on providing urbari@muhat are adaptable. To date, one of
the most successful effort to raise awarenessaal fesk reduction has been the 10
Essentials of UNISDR’s Making Cities Resilient Caaigpt’. In ‘localizing’ the five priorities

of the HFA, the 10 Essentials have shone a spottiglthe importance of reflecting cities’
needs and challenges in international and natiemal policies and frameworks, thus

helping to pave the way for the set of post-201&nag to call out urban-specific goals.

It is now widely recognized that actors must coogether to realise holistic urban
development approaches for delivering sustainglalid resilience. The urban future relies
on a cross-sector and multi-level approach. Integrarban and territorial planning, risk
management, and governance, will have to be cowpliedesource and energy efficiency,
sustainable consumption and production and inatusoonomic growth. Additionally, city-
to-city learning will have to be harnessed as gooirtant source of knowledge.

Still, some of the looming issues that need todressed include the resilience of a city’s
built (or physical) environment (or structure) amdical infrastructure its housing,
institutional buildings, businesses, schools, haspielectricity, public transportation,
sanitation, telecommunications, protective infrastire and so forth. The condition and
resilience of the built environment not only detares the city’s resilience to disasters but
also its quick functional, institutional and economecovery. Availability and quality of
infrastructure are at the core of many of the emagjés faced by rapidly urbanizing cities in
developing countries. As cities in developing coi@stare expanding rapidly, it is likely that
infrastructure will not be able to keep pace withit growth nor the increased exposure to
natural hazards.

Most governments are under budget constraints amy meveloping countries already spend
a large proportion of their income to meet the basieds of their population. Consequently,
cities are looking for public-private collaboratitminvolve the private sector in the

financing, design, construction and maintenandefadistructure. However, to enable

effective public-private collaboration at the digyel requires factors such as transparency
and the availability of accurate data to allow rRslsessments needs to be considered. Public-
private collaboration is a way for cities to idéyptivhere cooperation can address problems
that neither municipalities nor the private sectam solve alone and both will have a major
role to play.
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Social environment is an important factor in batiation as well as reducing risks in cities
and urban settings. It is evident today that sasgles such as poverty, employment,
violence and migration play a direct role in cagsmrious types of vulnerabilities in
particular in cities.

Another factor driving rapid urbanization in emegieconomies is rural-urban motivated by
the prospect of greater employment opportunitiestha hope of a better life in migration
social issues and parameters cities. In many dpiweg countries, migration from rural areas
to cities may also be driven by extreme weathevelbas severe but frequent disasters
leading to land degradation and desertificatioardhy rendering agriculture less productive.

The rapid, inadequate and poorly planned expardficities in developing countries is also
leaving urban populations highly exposed to thea$f of natural hazards which will likely

be aggravated by climate change. If well managdghruplanning, can act to prevent risk by
guiding settlement in safe areas and reducing vabikty. The role of urban planning and
policies aiming to improve access to water, sapitatappropriate housing, good drainage
systems, safe land, and the like is crucial. A céy work to address its problems of services
and infrastructure, plan to have safe land availalwbrk with and respond to the needs of all
groups but especially to those of the most vulrieraind guide urban growth along
sustainable parameters to manage disaster risk.

Inadequacy and incompatibility of traditional digaspreparedness and resporeggproaches
and tools in the increasingly complex urban setisiggother underlying factor. Most

current disaster preparedness, response and rgguedinodologies and tools are developed
for rural areas. For successful urban disasteredlaction, the existing approaches,
methodologies and tools should be upgraded basedderstanding and knowledge of needs
and priorities of people, communities and inst@ns in cities and urban set ups.

Finally, encompassing all these issues is the ¢gpaed mandate of local governments to
address risks or monitor progress. Local governsarg often at the frontlines of disaster
risk management, as the most direct service provitbecitizens. Roles of local governments
vary by country and context, but they are critigaiftners to ensure that the specific drivers of
risk in the local context are addressed appropyiafecentralisatiohto a certain extent has
been able to fill this gap, however, care must beento ensure that local governments can
act as willing, interested, and sufficiently empogdetowards urban resilience.

3. Way Forward

Reinforcing commitments to a new, enhanced disaisiereduction agenda presents a key
strategic opportunity to ensure wider traction asrthe international system; increase
capacity to support cities and address their corscend broaden the resource pool from
which to ensure accountability, track and reposults, and ultimately build safer more
resilient cities throughout the world.

Climate change is expected to increase the frequemd intensity of hydro-meteorological
and climatological disasters. There can be no suite development if development gains
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are to be constantly and increasingly swept away.

A post-2015 framework for disaster risk reducti®mvell placed to recognize the critical role
of local governments’ in limiting the creation afwa risk and strengthening communities’
economic, social, physical and environmental resde. Some of the key issues that could be
considered in deliberations on urban risk reducsiod resilience for implementation of a
post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction are

i) Understanding and communicating cities’ unigis&s to spur appropriate action.

Cities are complex systems and like all systenegtyadepends on the smooth functioning of
its constituent elements and the larger organiaatiavhich it is nested. A city’s resilience is
therefore affected by the resilience of those snalhd larger systems. Disruptions to the
basic city services can have cascading impactshegthnd the city itself. Focusing on one
policy goal, without considering others can leadndesirable outcomes. These decisions
may come as explicit trade-offs, unintended conseges, or some combination of the two.
Building a resilient city therefore requires a Boti, multi-sectoral, and flexible approach to
urban development. Better knowledge of how sudtsristerconnect in their materialization
at the city level is the first step towards helpaities build resilience. Appropriate
assessments that are designed to answer spea@Btiaps and explain risks to given
audiences can help drive an agenda of enhancirem udsilience forward.

i) Urban Planning and land-use management ateeatdre of city resilience.

Urban planning and land-use management can helig thre vision of future growth in line
with the idea of long-term sustainable developnserch that new risks are minimised.
Managing the exposure of urban development to blazaill remain one of the key drivers
of urban risk. Urban planning and land-use manageare political processes that should
involve different stakeholders in bringing abouuigygin access to land and urban services,
including the empowerment of poorer and vulneraiileens, for example, through inclusive
and participatory forms of planning.

iii). Wider engagement with private sector and camities as integral part of the process.
Efforts to enhance urban resilience must engageease base of stakeholders, including the
private sector and communities. As a major investaities, the private sector needs to
protect valuable urban-based assets. Clearly, Wwhiness has yet to play a prominent role
in building urban resilience, companies are stgrtinthink more strategically about how
they can participate. As there is growing awareabssit the potential of risks related to
natural hazards to directly impact business opmratithe private sector has become a more
prominent player in broader urban resilience-buogdefforts. More action is needed,
however, to ensure cities and businesses recoghitee key local risks. Once cities assess
climate change risks, they are likely to take actMvhile cities and business must work more
closely to align their understanding and respoassdimate change risks, it is significant that
cities are recognizing the most severe risks ifledtby businesses. This mutual recognition
of climate change risks is an important step tanglaction that creates safe, resilient cities
that are also attractive places to do businesssirand innovate.




